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on the work of Adams have possessed his ana-
lytical mind, and many have confused what was
fundamental in his pronouncement with what was
temporary and demanded by the emergency of
the time.

Always the American people have stood, from
the first days of their migration to America, for the
right of the people of a territory to determine their
own development. First they have insisted that
their own right to work out their political destiny
be acknowledged and made safe. For this they
fought the Revolution. It has followed that they
have in foreign affairs tried to keep their hands free
from entanglements with other countries and have
refrained from interference with foreign politics.
This was the burden of Washington's Farewell
Address, and it was a message which Jefferson re-
iterated in his inaugural. These are the perma-
nent principles which have controlled enlightened
American statesmen in their attitude toward the
world, from the days of John Winthrop to those of
Woodrow Wilson.

It was early found, however, that the affairs of
the immediate neighbors of the United States
continually and from day to day affected the
whole texture of American life and that actually